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Abstract

Research Title: Gourd Pattern: A Study of Human Origin Motifs in the Lahu Ethnic Group, Ban
Huay Pla Kang Community, Rim Kok Subdistrict, Mueang Chiang Rai District, Chiang
Rai Province

Authors: Ananta Sookawat and Abhisara Bolnarattana

Academic Year: 2024

This research paper is a qualitative research study conducted in the Lahu ethnic
community of Ban Huay Pla Kang, Rim Kok Subdistrict, Mueang Chiang Rai District, Chiang Rai
Province, Thailand. The objectives of the study are: 1) To investigate the motifs of human origin
through the gourd tale of the Luha ethic group in Ban Huay Pla Kang Community, Rim Kok
Subdistrict, Mueang Chiang Rai District, Chiang Rai Province; 2) To investigate the persistence and
transformation of the symbolic meaning of the gourd in the clothing of the Lahu ethnic group in
Ban Huay Pla Kang Community, Rim Kok Subdistrict, Mueang Chiang Rai District, Chiang Rai

Province.

The research findings revealed that the motifs of human origin in the gourd tale of the
Lahu ethnic group in Ban Huay Pla Kang are similar to those found in the stories of many other
ethnic groups. These motifs reflect the social development and traditional cultural beliefs of the

Lahu ethnic group prior to their adoption of other religious practices.

In the study of the persistence and transformation of the symbolic meaning of the
symbolic meaning of the water gourd in the clothing of the Lahu ethnic group, it found that
gourds were formerly an important symbol for the Lahu ethnic group. In the past, every Lahu
shirt was embroidered with a gourd pattern. However, the Lahu's new beliefs have influenced
their traditional beliefs. As a result, the Lahu Black of Ban Huay Pla Kang decided to downplay
the importance of the gourd story and symbol in order to conform to the new society that has

settled in the area.

Keywords : gourd pattern motifs human origin Lahu ethnic group
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