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Abstract

Research Title : Legal issues in the management of drug offenders with mental
disorders in Chiang Rai Province.
Researcher : Asst. Prof.Pitak Sasisuwan

Academic Year : 2026

The research study titled “Legal Issues in Managing Released Drug Offenders
with Mental Disorders in Chiang Rai Province” aims to study the legal framework,
current conditions, and obstacles in law enforcement, as well as identify policy
recommendations to prevent recidivism. This study employed a qualitative research
methodology involving documentary research, in-depth interviews, and focus group
discussions with practitioners and experts from the justice system and public health
sectors. The research findings indicate that although the Narcotic Code B.E. 2564 (2021)
has transitioned toward the “Users as Patients” concept, a “legal vacuum” remains in
practice following an offender's release due to the absence of a clear primary host
agency and fragmented legal jurisdictions among respective organizations. This has
resulted in a “revolving door” phenomenon, where patients relapse into drug use and
re-offend due to inconsistent medication and social stigma. Consequently, the
researcher proposes the “Chiang Rai Model,” which emphasizes Community-Based
Treatment (CBTx) with Local Administrative Organizations serving as the primary host
in integration with an 11-party network to drive social rehabilitation under Section 118,
alongside recommendations to establish a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to
overcome budgetary and regulatory constraints. Key measures also include the
development of a 30-60 day early warning system prior to release, the implementation
of a violence screening system, and the establishment of a 24-hour specialized unit
for systematic and seamless crisis intervention and referral to ensure the sustainable
reintegration of individuals into society and the overall welfare of the community.
Keywords: Legal issues, management, drug offenders, mental disorders, Chiang Rai

Province, repeat offender
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14 Kendall, S., Redshaw, S., Ward, S., Wayland, S., & Sullivan, E. (2018). Systematic review of qualitative evaluations
of reentry programs addressing problematic drug use and mental health disorders amongst people transitioning
from prison to communities. Health & Justice, 6(4). https://doi.org/10.1186/540352-018-0063-8.

15 Merton, R. K. (1938). Social structure and anomie. American Sociological Review, 3(5), 672-682.

16 McLeod, S. (2024, January 24). Merton’s strain theory of deviance. Simply Psychology. Retrieved September 18,
2025, https://www.simplypsychology.org/mertons-strain-theory-deviance.html.
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17 Observatoire Géopolitique des Drogues. (1998). The world geopolitics of drugs 1997/1998: Annual report.
http://www.ogd.org.

8 Mohamad Yasid, A. F. (2023). Drug trafficking from Thailand’s Golden Triangle region and its implications on
Malaysia’s political security. Journal of International Studies, 19(2), 1-23. https://doi.org/10.32890/jis2023.19.2.1.
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