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Abstract

This research, titled " PASOMSAENG: Community-Based Tourism Management
Innovation Rooted in Community Lifestyle for Sustainable Wetland Conservation as a
Source of Supplementary Incomes for Ban Pa Kha Community, Pa Tal Sub-district, Khun
Tan District, Chiang Rai Province," had three main objectives: 1) to study community
participation in community-based tourism management; 2) to develop tourism
activities and products as a source of supplementary income; and 3) to propose
guidelines for applying service innovation in managing tourist attractions for sustainable
conservation. This study employed a mixed-methods research approach, combining
qualitative methods through in-depth interviews with key informants and quantitative
methods using questionnaires with a sample group of 30 people.

The results for Objective 1 showed that most informants were farmers with
education levels below a bachelor's degree. Regarding the area's context, Ban Pa Kha
community is a lowland area at the foothills, along the Ing River, with agriculture as
the main occupation, and a traditional way of life and local culture passed down
through generations. Pa Som Saeng, or Som Saeng Wetland Forest, is considered a
unique ecosystem and a learning source for the community's biodiversity, serving as a
nursery for small fish, a habitat for birds, small animals, and aquatic plants. There are
Som Saeng trees over 300 years old that are highly flood-tolerant. The community has
a high conservation awareness and collaborates with external agencies to promote Pa

Som Saeng as an internationally important wetland (Ramsar Site). In terms of process



innovation, community participation was at the highest level (U= 4.84, O = .18),
followed by product innovation (U= 4.45, O = .32). Service innovation was found to

be at a moderate level (U= 2.99, O = .34).

The results for Objective 2 revealed that that Pa Som Saeng is a unique local
ecosystem characterized by its distinctive Som Saeng trees, rich biodiversity, and
natural beauty. The community demonstrates strong area management, collaborating
with government agencies and various organizations to conserve and promote
sustainable eco-tourism. Regarding proposed tourism activities and product
development strategies: 1. Eco-tourism and Nature-based Tourism: This includes boat
tours for nature study and scenic viewing (especially in the morning or during flood
season), nature walks and birdwatching in the dry season to observe wildlife and the
distinctive Som Saeng tree, photography tours to capture the trees' seasonal leaf color
changes (golden, orange, red), and educational activities emphasizing Pa Som Saeng's
crucial role as a fish spawning and nursery ground. 2. Cultural and Community-based
Tourism: This encompasses homestay programs for experiencing the agricultural
lifestyle, local wisdom workshops focusing on traditional crafts like bamboo weaving
and local food preparation, the sale of ornamental Som Saeng plants propagated by
the community, and souvenirs linked to the ecosystem and local culture

The results for Objective 3 indicated that the development of community
tourism in Ban Pa Kha should integrate environmental conservation, preservation of
local culture, and promotion of the local economy simultaneously to create a unique
tourist attraction that can generate supplementary income and sustainably maintain

its natural and cultural value in the long term
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