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Thai serial verb constructions (SVCs) have distinct characteristics, making them
an interesting area for investigating second-language acquisition among Asian learners.
This research aims to investigate how Chinese, Korean, and Japanese learners acquire
Thai SVCs and develop structured exercises to enhance learners' production of these
constructions. The scope of this study is limited to fundamental serial verb
constructions (SVCs) consisting of two lexical verbs, excluding grammaticalized verbs
and those that require complements. Data were collected through storytelling tasks
and sentence judgment tests to identify errors in the use of serial verb constructions.
The study involved Chinese, Korean, and Japanese learners of Thai as a second
language, with a total of 60 participants five students from each academic year, ranging
from first to fourth year.

The findings reveal a developmental progression: first-year learners did not
produce SVCs, while second-year learners used fundamental serial verb constructions
consisting of two verbs. Third-year learners exhibited increasing complexity while still
using fundamental serial verb constructions with two- to three-verb sequences, and
fourth-year learners demonstrated the ability to construct fundamental serial verb
constructions with three- to four-verb chains. The results from the sentence judgment
test indicate that the participants were able to identify incorrect placements of serial
verb constructions and correct the errors. Among the different types of fundamental
SVCs, resultative SVCs were the most challenging, receiving the lowest acceptability

score at only 60%.



This study offers observations on the linguistic difficulties encountered in
acquiring Thai serial verb constructions as a second language. The findings contribute
to our understanding of second-language acquisition and the role of cross-linguistic

influence in learning verb serialization.
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