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Abstract

This research, titled "The Politics of Villagers in Smoke Management: A Policy
and Decision-Making Case Study in Chiang Rai Province," aimed to analyze the
processes and mechanisms of villagers' participation in haze management, evaluate
the effectiveness of existing policies and measures, and explore the political and social
factors influencing villagers' decision-making in Chiang Rai Province. This study
employed a mixed-methods research approach in six districts of Chiang Rai Province,
collecting data from a sample of 384 villagers and 40 key informants through
questionnaires, observations, interviews, and documentary analysis.

The research found that villagers' participation was predominantly at the level
of receiving information and attending government-initiated activities, with low
involvement in defining solutions. The "Zero Burn" policy was perceived to have limited
long-term effectiveness due to a lack of sustainable alternative support measures and
incongruence with farmers' livelihoods, while law enforcement lacked consistency.
Economic factors, such as the need to reduce production costs, were primary drivers
in villagers' decisions regarding burning, followed by the influence of community
leaders, social networks, levels of trust in state agencies, and perceptions of injustice
in law enforcement. Local wisdom in fire management was often overlooked in policy
processes.

In conclusion, haze management in Chiang Rai Province is a complex political
process where villagers' ‘'everyday politics" significantly shape outcomes.
Understanding these dynamics is crucial for developing effective and sustainable haze
management strategies, emphasizing genuine public participation, trust-building, and

the design of policies aligned with local realities.
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