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Abstract
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This research article aims to: 1) explore approaches for product development
through innovation based on local wisdom with the participation of community
enterprises; 2) develop a new generation of local wisdom-based innovators to drive
product innovation through participatory community involvement; and 3) develop a
model for nurturing new-generation innovators to promote product innovation
through local wisdom within the Chiang Rai Municipality area. This study employed
a participatory action research approach. The participants included 20 individuals
comprising local scholars, community leaders, community enterprise members, and
teachers, along with 60 students. The research instruments consisted of: 1) interview
forms, 2) an assessment tool for innovation skills and competencies, and 3) a model
evaluation form. Quantitative data were analyzed using mean, standard deviation,
and t-tests, while qualitative data were analyzed using content analysis.

The findings revealed that: 1) nine approaches to product development were
identified—application of digital technology, modernization of products, unique
packaging design, knowledge transfer to younger generations, participation of
community enterprises, participatory market testing, support through small research
grants, enhancement of knowledge through science and technology, and
communication of community identity; 2) the innovation skills of the new-
generation innovators improved by 84.45% after training, with an overall
competency level rated as ¢ood (mean = 3.35 SD = 0.55); and 3) the proposed

development model for new-generation innovators consists of three core



components—1) defining innovation goals, 2) building innovation capacity, and 3)
innovation competencies. The evaluation of the model indicated a good level of

appropriateness, with a mean score of 4.13 and a standard deviation of 0.32
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