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Abstract

This study investigates and documents the cultural heritage of the Lahu, Akha, and
Lisu ethnic groups in Chiang Mai and Chiang Rai provinces through ethnographic methods and
cultural mapping. It aims to create a spatial knowledge base to support sustainable grassroots
economic development, rooted in cultural resource management amid globalization. The
research highlights that the cultural systems of these communities—encompassing beliefs,
rituals, kinship, language, subsistence, traditional technologies, and environmental
stewardship—remain interwoven and form a robust foundation of intangible heritage. This
heritage holds substantial potential for generating economic value and reinforcing social
identity.

The study finds that lifelong learning is key to cultural transmission. Elders retain
indigenous knowledge, while youth are taking active roles in expressing ethnic identity via
digital media. Participatory, community-driven approaches are emphasized in managing
cultural capital, enabling the transformation of traditions into creative outputs such as
homestays, handicrafts, and cultural tourism. The research proposes an integrative model of
grassroots development that blends cultural capital, sufficiency economy principles, and
innovation.

Finally, the study advocates for formal recognition of cultural rights through ethnic
legislation, aiming to foster a more inclusive, diverse, and sustainable society in the context

of ongoing socio-economic change.
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